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KAKE/EMC Reading Caravan  
Comes to Argonia 
By  Mr. Murray 
The KAKE/EMC Reading Caravan made a stop at Argonia Elementary School on Tuesday, April 21. During 

a school assembly in the library Channel 10 
anchor person, Susan Peters, read the book 
Dear Children of the Earth to the students. 
Then EMC agent, John Sprague, presented a 
check for $500 to school librarian Pat Conklin. 
The money will be used to purchase new 
books for the library and to support programs 
like Family Reading Night. The episode was 
aired on Saturday, April 25, during the 6:00 
P.M. newscast and will also be aired periodi-
cally throughout the next month. The school 
would like to thank EMC Insurance and KAKE 
Channel 10 for sponsoring this very worthwhile 
award.  You can view the newscast at http://
www.kake.com/reading caravan. 
 

Mr. & Miss Argonaut 
Kacie Blake and Marc Allen 



Students Celebrate Earth Day  
By Mrs. Lawrence  
What a beautiful day it was to go out and take care of 
Mother Earth.    
Students traveled down to Argonia's River Park and 
picked up trash in honor of Earth Day.  
We were very happy that there wasn't as much trash this 
year as in years' past which means fellow Argonians' are 
doing a great job of keeping the park clean.  
Students talked about how they recycle at home and fol-
low the three R's - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle!  
It was a great Earth Day Celebration! 

DARE Graduation 
By Mr. Murray 
   The 2009 D.A.R.E. graduation for the 5th  
and 6th grade was held at Argonia Elemen-
tary School Wednesday, April 8.  Sixteen 5th 
and nine 6th grade students received their 
diplomas for completing the D.A.R.E. class 
requirements.  Officer John Moore, Sheriff 
Gerald Gilkey, and Police Chief Rebecca 
Mendoza spoke to the students about chal-
lenges they would face as they grow older 
and how to appropriately respond to them.  
Student essay winners in the fifth grade were 
3rd place Evan Dolley, 2nd place Dalton 
Berry, and 1st place Mai-Ling Chao.  Sixth 
grade winners were 3rd place Tesla Prince, 
2nd place Kristina Topinka, and 1st place 
Faith Gaddie.  Winners read their essays to 
the audience and were rewarded with stereos.  
The students will attend the D.A.R.E. Camp 
on May 5th.  

Heart and Cancer Fund Basketball 
Games 
By Dr. Dolley 
   Argonia Elementary School held its Annual Heart 
and Cancer Fund Basketball games on Tuesday, 
April 7.  Students in 2nd through 5th grade partici-
pated in the basketball games and provided a lot of 
enjoyment for their parents and community mem-
bers who came out to watch them play.  All the 
games were pretty close and a great time was had 
by all those who attended. 
   A special award was given to Margie Goodman 
who has been conducting this fundraising event for 
40 years.  She and her husband Johnny were hon-
ored during a ceremony between games.  There 
was also a cake and pie auction along with a bake 
sale and concessions.   

   The event raised 
$960.35.  All pro-
ceeds were sent to 
the American Heart 
Association and the 
American Cancer 
Society. 

Fifth and Sixth Grade D.A.R.E. Graduates 

Margie and Johnny Goodman 

Garett Hagar, Brianna Crenshaw, Shania Barry, Courtney 
Larson, Kai Chao, Brittany Amy, and Aaron Harsh ready to 
clean the park. 



Weightlifters Bring Home Medals!!! 
By Mr. McDaniel 
   The Argonia Raiders traveled to Bushton, 
KS to compete in the annual KEMFA 
power lifting meet.  There were over 500 
athletes that competed in the competition 
this year.  Argonia had 14 athletes who 
chose to participate this year.  They were: 
Lawson Hemberger, Westin Botkin, Clay 
Boatright, Marc Allen, Joe Daerr, Kyle 
Bruce, Colin Barkley, Cameron Moore, 
Devon Peetoom, Jason Head, Matthew 
Fitch, Toni Peetoom, Morgan Tracy, and 
Ashton Stansbury.   
   In the boys 156 weight class, Lawson 
Hemberger received a 2nd place in squat 
(335) and 4th in clean (245).  Kyle Bruce 
also received a  silver in clean (265), 4th in 
squat (325), and 6th in bench (225).  Colin 
Barkley was awarded a 4th place in clean 
(255) and 6th in bench (225) in the 165 weight class.   Also placing was Clay Boatright, 2nd in squat (365) and in 
clean (275) and was the overall champion in 173 weight class.  Two others in the 173 weight class also per-
formed well.  Marc Allen won squat (365) and got 3rd in clean (265) while Joe Daerr got 4th in bench (240).  Lifting 
in the heavy weight division was Westin Botkin.  He received a gold in squat (455) and clean (300).  He earned 
6th in bench (295) and was the overall heavy weight champ. 
   In the girls division Toni Peetoom lifted in the 148 weight class and was able to bring home the gold in bench 
press (130) and place 6th in squat (165).  Morgan Tracy and Ashton Stansbury both lifted in the 165 weight class 
and both placed as well.  Morgan got 3rd in bench (120) while Ashton got 6th in all three lifts. 
   It was a great day for all who went.  We brought home several medals and two overall state champion plaques.  
As a team the boys got 5th place overall.  It was nice to see the athlete’s hard work and dedication to the weight 
room pay off.  Congratulations!�

Different Types of Soils 
By Mrs. Dickerson 

The second grade class has been learning about different types of soils in our Earth Science Unit.  We have been 
learning about natural resources such as soil, sand and minerals.  In the unit we will also learn about erosion, pol-
lution and recycling.  We were inquiring about how soils are 
different in a small lab experiment.  The students observed 
the difference in potting soil and sand.  First we looked to 
see how they felt, looked, and smelled.  After those obser-
vations we used our small hand magnifying glasses to get a 
closer look at the soils.  In the end of our observation we 
added a small amount of water to each of the soil samples 
and observed the changes made by the liquid.  Our results 
were that both soils were made of tiny particles. The sand 
was coarser, lighter in color, and absorbed water more 
slowly than the potting soil. 

Students testing soil. 



Jr. High Track is Doing Fine in 09 
By Mr. Dickerson 
 
   The Argonia Indians track team is doing well this far 
into their 09 season. The team consists of 13 girls and 
11 boys. We have participated in 4 meets thus far, and I 
have been very pleased with the outcome of our over-all 
performances. These student/athletes work hard every 
day in practice and show up at our meets expecting to 
win. 
   Something new to Argonia Indian track is that we have 
sixth graders participating this season. I have really en-
joyed adding them to the roster. They have been work-
ing just as hard as their upper classmen to achieve their 
goals.  I am very proud of them for how hard they work 
every day and the way they have conducted themselves 
at meets thus far. They have been a nice addition to the 
Indian track team.  
   We have students trying new events this sea-
son.  Stepping out of their comfort zone is something 
that doesn't come easy for Jr. High students, but I would 
like to commend our athletes for accepting the changes 
with stride and for having the willingness to adapt to 
change and overcome obstacles that lie in their path. I 
would like to encourage our young athletes to keep 
working very hard so that they are at their individual 
peaks going into our next three meets on April 8 at Che-
ney, April 30 at Norwich, and the last one being our 
League meet at Central Burden on May 7th.  
   While I have your attention I need to inform all the par-
ents that there will be a gate charge at the League meet 
this year. It will be $1.00 for students and $2.00 for 
adults. 
To give an overview of our accomplishments, the 6-8 
girls division has achieved 56 medals thus far into their 
09 season. The 6-8 boys division has achieved 50 med-
als thus far. I don't mind bragging on these young ath-
letes especially when they deserve it. Indians, keep up 
the good work and continue to work hard everyday and 
victory will be yours. Continue to achieve your individual 
goals and keep raising the bar for yourselves and grow 
as a person who likes competition and loves to com-

pete. I am looking forward to the 
second half of our season and 
the rewards that lay ahead of 
us. GOOD LUCK INDIANS! 
�
��
��

KAY CLUB NEWS 
By Mrs. Hemberger 
 
  The Argonia KAY Club has been keeping 
busy this spring with several service projects. 
On Wednesday, April 8, 2009, students partici-
pated in the spring CARE auction. Silent bid-
ding begins in the morning before school, con-
tinues throughout the day between classes and 
during lunch, and ends at the end of sixth hour. 
Many items were donated for this event and a 
big thank you goes to those persons who bid 
and who donated items. The amount of 
$162.25 was sent to CARE – since it is CARE’s 
spring matching gift campaign, our donation 
doubled to $324.50!  At this time, CARE is 
working on feeding malnourished children and 
providing them with vitamins and minerals in 
different parts of the world, especially India, 
which  has an infant mortality rate five times 
the rate of infant deaths in the United States. 
   During the week of April 13 – 17, KAY mem-
bers sponsored a new service project called 
CANCEL. Students, faculty, and staff brought 
food items and paper products to fill a teacher’s 
doorway. If the doorway was filled, that teacher 
will CANCEL their classes for one day. Some 
of the options the teacher has with their class 
will be to watch movies and eat popcorn, play 
games, take a walk to the park, play basketball 
in the gym, etc. The seventh grade  and Mrs. 
Flatt’s doors were both blocked by items so 
those teachers will have the opportunity to 
CANCEL their classes for a day. A total of 252 
items were brought in during the week. All 
items will be taken to the Ronald McDonald 
House in Wichita. 



PHYSICAL FORMS 
 
Any junior high or high school student going out for an athletic/cheerleading 
activity next year will need a physical dated after May 1, 2009. KSHSAA has 
announced that there have been changes made on the physical forms so all 
physicals must be on the new forms. Forms have been placed in the district 
office and the Argonia Clinic. If you plan on getting your physical out of town, 
you will need to pick up a physical form in the district office. Only new forms 
will be accepted for the 2009-2010 school year. 

Connecting from our Second Grade Class to Nigeria 
By Mrs. Dickerson 
 

   On Monday, April 13, Beverly Sellers came to visit our first and second grade classes.  Her son, Pat-
rick, is attending school in Nigeria this year.  We were able to call Patrick as he was on a two week 
break from school to visit with him about his life in Africa.  Patrick was excited to hear that his old school 
was on the other end of the speaker phone to chat with him about life in Africa.  The students loved ask-
ing questions about his school day and his free time.  Patrick told the kids that just the other day he 
opened the classroom door to find a cobra sitting there.  He quickly shut the door and they called some-
one to come and take care of the snake.  Patrick has many of the same subjects that we do and his fa-
vorite is fine arts.  He is learning to speak French and his tribal language.  He says it is difficult to learn. 
   The temperature there is usually very warm and humid.  They have a rainy season with quite large 
rain drops as he noted.  He had been running outside as it began to rain.  He said the drops felt as large 
as a dime!  
   Most people get around 
on smaller motorcycles. 
The Argonia students 
wanted to know about ani-
mals there and he told them 
that cats are considered 
evil and dogs are vicious.  
The dogs were not to be 
petted because they were 
there to do a job and would 
attack if you tried to pet 
them. 
   Patrick seems to be doing 
great and it was wonderful 
to visit with him.  The stu-
dents enjoyed asking ques-
tions and hearing about his 
daily activities.  We truly 
appreciate Beverly coming 
and calling Patrick so we 
could learn more about life 
in another country. 
  

Beverly Sellers dials the phone to call Patrick in  Nigeria. 



ARGONIA JUNIOR HIGH TAKES 2 ND PLACE AT SCBL MATH RELAYS 
By Mrs. Hemberger 
The Argonia Math Club traveled to South Haven on April 2, 2009 for the JH SCBL  RELAYS.  The team came 
home with the 2nd place plaque, earning 86 points with 22 medals. The math members worked really hard for these 
relays to beat South Haven since South Haven has taken the 2nd place plaque from us twice this year, once by 1 
point and the other by 2 points. We did beat them by only 2 points at league to take 2nd place.   
 
First place medals 
Austin Tracy – Multiplication 6 
Mai-Ling Chao  (fifth grader) – Charts and Graphs 6 
Cody Johnson – Geometry 8 
Lance Conklin – Mental Math 8, Fractions 8, Word Problems 8 
 
Second place medals 
Cody Johnson – Order of Operations 8 
Shannon Neifert – Polynomials 8 
8th grade team – Devon Allen, Amber Dolley, Cody Johnson 
 
Third place medals 
Wyatt Botkin (fifth grader) – Charts and Graphs 6 
Haylea Hessman – Mental Math 7 
Cori Drouhard – Ratio & Proportion 7 
Andrea’ Stitt – Fractions 7 
Kolton Dickerson – Ration & Proportions 8 
7th grade team – Haylea Hessman, Andrea’ Stitt, Shania Passler 
 
Fourth place medals  
Alec McDaniel (fifth grader) – Integers 6 
Faith Gaddie – Mental Math 6 
Shelby McCoy – Geometry 7 
Haylea Hessman – Potpourri 7 
 
Fifth place medals 
Rebekah Fitch – Geometry 6 
Haylea Hessman – Order of Operations 7 
Shelby McCoy – Potpourri 7 
 
Other participants were:  
Krissy Topinka, Danielle 
Head, Ashley DeHoff, Kayla 
Moore, Olivia Brantley, Jaci 
Peetoom, Garett Thompson, 
Hunter Gaddie, Kaleb 
Dickerson, David Lowe, Brit-
tany Kincaid, and Gus Tracy. 
This was our last math con-
test this year. For the year,  
we received two second 
place  and two third place 
ratings in overall points.  
Good luck to this year’s 
eighth grade class as they 
move on to high school next 
year. We are looking forward 
to another successful junior 
high math club next year.                                                                                                             

Junior High Math Club 



Raider Track Season  
By Mr. Mead 

   The 2009 Argonia Raider Track team consists of 17 members and looks to 
have a really promising and successful year.  It has been a rough stretch for 
this team weather-wise having had only a few practices on the track due to the 
wind/rain/snow/and ice.  This team has had to make a lot of sacrifices when it 
comes time to practice due to the last minute facility changes, but they have all 
come through it and have had a very successful first half of the season. 
   Toni Peetoom has added to her medal collection by winning at least one 
event every week.  She has continued to be a dominant force in the 100 and 
200 meter dashes, as well as a part of the 4X100 and 4X400 relays which 
have also taken their share of medals.  Lawson Hemberger has done very well 
in his adjustment into the 400m Dash and has also taken his share of medals home in the sprints.  He 
has really enjoyed the change this year from the middle distance to the sprints and it seems to be a suc-
cessful one.  The girls’ team has had to fight through some injuries and small mishaps but every one of 
the team members have been willing to step up and help out in one way or another and compete. 
   The boy’s team has a first time track member out this year in Joe Daerr, and it has been a successful 
start for the first time senior.  Joe has competed in the long jump, high jump, 100m as well as a part of 
the successful 4X100 relay team. He has taken home at least one medal at every meet we have been to 
and he has shown great improvement from the first couple days of practice.  Clay Boatright continues to 
throw well for the Raiders having brought home a few medals in the javelin. Clay has also taken on a 
new role as a member of the VERY successful 4X400 relay team.  The 4X100 and 4X400 guys’ relay 
teams are looking for more late season success, both relays have been running some EXCELLENT 
times and have really shown what they can do.  The 4X400 team has lowered their time every meet and 
look to take their time even lower and maybe have a shot at some state competition. 
   GOOD LUCK TO ALL THE RAIDER TRACK MEMBERS AND KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!!!  Up-
coming Meets: May 1st Cheney; May 8th Pretty Prairie; May15th League @Oxford; May 22nd Regionals.  

Karyn Head, Kacie Blake, Lawson Hemberger, Marc Allen, Karissa Pankratz, Toni Peetoom 

2008-09 Mr. & Miss Argonaut Candidates 
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In accordance with Federal law and the U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institu-
tion is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or 
disability.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 
326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or 
cal(202) 720-5964 (Voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 



Kindergarten Graduation 
By Mrs. Neifert 

Argonia’s 2008-2009 Kindergarten class will celebrate their year’s accomplishments 
at a graduation ceremony on Thursday, May 21, 2009, beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Argonia High School gym. The class will perform a short play, “A – Z Does It,” and 
several musical numbers under the direction of their teacher, Mrs. Neifert, and mu-
sic instructor, Mrs. Flaherty. The students who will be graduating this year are Des-

tiny Baker, Sydney Boese, Benjamin Brown, Kaden 
Dickerson, Hayley Durbin, Riley Fisher, Aubreigh Haxton, 
Karrlea Hessman, William Homan, Emma Huntley, Patrick 
Loveland, Madison Owens, Noah Phillips, Brayden Pierce, 
Taron Seachris, Tracy Seachris, Savannah Shively, Amaylee 
Thomas, Cooper Topinka, Alexis Vineyard, and Joshua Web-
ster. A reception will follow the evening’s program. 

2009 Activities Banquet and Awards 
 

May 12, 2009 
6:30 p.m. Dinner 

Awards immediately following 
 

Awards will be given for: 
 
Football   Math  Club 
Volleyball   Vocal 
Basketball  Band 
Track             KAY Club 
Cheerleading  Forensics 
STUCO  Scholars Bowl  
Powerlifting 
Raider Medal of Excellence 
Senior Athletes  
KSHSAA Citizenship Award 
 
Banquet Meal Items 
Meat and drink will be provided. 
Seniors are to bring Bread/ Rolls 
Juniors are to bring Salads 
Sophomores are to bring Vegetables 
Freshmen are to bring Desserts 
 

Preschool / Kindergarten Round-Up 
 
Argonia Elementary School will be hosting Pre-
school and Kindergarten Round-Up on Thursday, 
May 14 at 7:00 p.m.  Please plan on attending this 
meeting if you have a child who will be entering 
Preschool or Kindergarten next year. 
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Argonia Garage Sale Items 
Argonia Public Schools will be selling old uniforms 
during the Argonia Daze garage sales on Saturday, 
May 16.  All uniform items will be $5.00 each.  We 
have football, basketball, volleyball, 
track and cheerleading uniforms for 
sale.  The sale will be held at Julie Dol-
ley’s home. 


